SPECIFICATION 
TITLE OF THE INVENTION 

AUDIO INTERACTIVE NAVIGATION SYSTEM, MOVING TERMINAL 
DEVICE , AND AUDIO INTERACTIVE SERVER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a car navigation art 
for receiving information and services from an information 
distribution service provider for distributing map 
information and traffic information by accessing a network 
by voice from a moving terminal device such as a car. 

As a car navigation art for inputting and executing 
destination setting and telephone number access by holding 
a conversation by voice, Japanese Application Patent 
Laid-Open Publication No. Hei 11-14394 (quoted example 1) 
may be cited. Further , as an art for accessing information 
on Internet from voice of a telephone set, Japanese 
Application Patent Laid-Open Publication No. Hei 10-271223 
(quoted example 2) and Japanese Application Patent 
Laid-Open Publication No. Hei 10-177469 (quoted example 
3) may be cited. 

In the quoted example 1 of the prior art mentioned above, 
voice recognition is executed by a car terminal device and 
used for an operation command such as a menu and destination 
setting such as an address and land mark. However, there 



are problems imposed in the audio interaction that only 
voice based on a predetermined interaction can be input 
in relation to the CPU capacity of the car terminal device 
and moreover, various information on the Internet cannot 
be used synthetically. Further , the car terminal device 
has functions of car navigation and voice recognition , so 
that it is an expensive terminal. Further , map information 
is stored in CD-ROM or DVD-ROM, so that there is another 
problem imposed in maintenance such as periodic updating. 

Furthermore, in the quoted examples 2 and 3, voice data 
input by voice is recognized by a voice-Internet gate way 
or a voice control host device connected to the Internet 
and on the basis of the result, access to the Internet and 
searching for information can be made possible. However, 
a problem arises that the audio interaction is not flexible 
such that only one object service can be given. Namely, 
there is a problem imposed that depending on information 
service distribution, the audio interaction method and 
voice recognition subject words are different and the 
quoted examples cannot correspond to them flexibly. In an 
environment that an instruction can be issued only by voice, 
map information such as destination setting and traffic 
information such as traffic congestion cannot be accessed 
simply. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In consideration of the above-described problems, 
the present invention is aimed at providing a car 
navigation art for receiving information and services from 
an information distribution service provider for 
distributing map information and traffic information by 
accessing a network by voice from a moving terminal device 
such as a car. 

Thus, in the present invention, a car navigation system 
for, at the time of desiring map information, traffic 
information, and other required information in a car, 
inquiring an information distribution service provider for 
distribution the aforementioned information is composed 
of a moving terminal device which can be operated by 
inputting and outputting voice, a communication device, 
an audio interactive server which can input and output 
voice and data, is connected to an external device and the 
Internet on the basis of audio interactions by the voice 
recognition process and voice synthesis process, and 
executes information transfer, and one or a plurality of 
information distribution service providers connected to 
the Internet for distributing information such as map 
information and traffic information. 

Further, the moving terminal device is equipped with 
a means for calling the audio interactive server by one 



operation such as pressing a button and establishing 
communication. By doing this, the driver operability can 
be improved. 

Further, the moving terminal device is structured so 
as to receive non-voice data from the audio interactive 
server and display characters and images on the screen of 
the moving terminal device. By doing this, intermediate 
results of the interaction contents can be displayed, so 
that the operability can be improved. 

Further, when effective information such as individual 
information is input to the communication device 
beforehand and the communication device is installed at 
a predetermined location of the moving terminal device, 
the moving terminal device is structured so as to 
automatically establish communication with the audio 
interactive server and transmit the information to the 
audio interactive server. By doing this, information 
distribution services can be realized in accordance with 
individual desire. 

Further, when the communication device is installed 
at the predetermined location of the moving terminal device, 
the moving terminal device is structured so as to 
automatically establish communication with the audio 
interactive server and receive effective information such 
as the history at the time of previous access from the audio 



interactive server. By doing this, for example, the 
destination can be set in the previous history information 
and the operation is simplified. 

Further, the moving terminal device is structured so 
as to switch voice output between voice output from the 
audio interactive server and voice output in the moving 
terminal device after the moving terminal device receives 
voice data having a specific meaning such as interaction 
end from the audio interactive server or after the moving 
terminal device outputs voice data having a specific 
meaning such as interaction end. By doing this, in a case 
of typical synthesis guidance, the communication time can 
be shortened. 

Further, the moving terminal device is structured so 
as to automatically transmit predetermined information of 
non-voice such as present location information held in the 
moving terminal device to the audio interactive server 
after the moving terminal device receives voice data having 
a specific meaning such as interaction end from the audio 
interactive server or after the moving terminal device 
outputs voice data having a specific meaning such as 
interaction end. By doing this, the protocol between the 
moving terminal device and the audio interactive server 
can be shortened. 

Further, when the audio interactive server requests 



connection to the moving terminal device via the 
communication line, the moving terminal device is 
structured so as to have a certification process function 
for identifying from a voice response by the moving 
terminal device that the communication partner is a one 
from the audio interactive server. By doing this, the 
audio interactive server can reconnect the voice line 
whenever necessary and the communication charge can be 
reduced. 

Further, the audio interactive server is structured 
so as to have a command conversion processing unit for 
performing the voice recognition process on the basis of 
the input voice, analyzing the contents of the obtained 
recognition result data, and generating a command to be 
transferred to the information distribution service 
provider. By doing this, the audio interactive server can 
correspond flexibly to the service provider for 
distributing various information. 

Further, the audio interactive server is structured 
so as to internally have an interaction generation template 
having a described control flow for realizing a basic 
interaction and an interactive data generation unit for 
processing data on the basis of the interaction generation 
template and generating a control flow for realizing an 
audio interaction suited to obtain desired distribution 



information. By doing this, a unified interaction 
template is available and the operability is improved. 

Further, the audio interactive server is structured 
so as to have an individual information management unit 
for controlling distribution information including 
individual information such as characteristics for each 
subject to be connected and the destination and route 
information of search results and to inquire a 
predetermined information distribution service provider 
about necessary traffic congestion information and event 
information via the Internet on the basis of the held route 
information of the subjects to be connected. By doing this, 
overall services can be given to each individual using map 
information and traffic information. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a drawing showing the whole constitution of 
the audio interactive navigation system of this 
embodiment. 

Fig. 2 is a drawing showing a service use example of 
this embodiment . 

Fig. 3 is a drawing showing detailed constituent blocks 
of the audio interactive server 105 of this embodiment. 

Fig. 4 is a drawing showing a description example of 
the interaction generation template 3 07 when VoiceXML is 



used for the interaction description language of this 
embodiment • 

Fig. 5 is a drawing showing an example of product 
configuration of the car terminal device 100 of this 
embodiment . 

Fig. 6 is a drawing showing the certification 
processing flow from the car terminal device 100 of this 
embodiment to the audio interactive server 105. 

Fig. 7 is a drawing showing the processing flow of an 
example of navigation services by audio interaction of this 
embodiment. 

Fig. 8 is a drawing showing the detailed flow of the 
audio interaction at Step 702 shown in Fig. 7 in this 
embodiment. 

Fig. 9 is a drawing showing the detailed flow of a case 
accompanied by screen output during the audio interaction 
at Step 702 shown in Fig. 7 in this embodiment. 

Fig. 10 is a drawing showing an example of the output 
condition to the screen 104 of the car terminal device 100 
under each interaction condition of this embodiment. 

Fig. 11 is a drawing showing the processing flow of 
offering traffic information to the car terminal device 
100 from the audio interactive server 105 when the traffic 
information is changed on the route of this embodiment. 

Fig. 12 is a drawing showing the whole constitution 



of the audio interactive navigation system when the voice 
communication processing unit of this embodiment is built 
in the car terminal device. 

Fig. 13 is a drawing showing a business model example 
using the audio interactive navigation system of this 
embodiment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 

The embodiment of the present invention will be 
explained hereunder by referring to some drawings . In the 
embodiment, the moving terminal device will be explained 
as a car terminal device. 

Fig. 1 is an overall block diagram of the audio 
interactive navigation system of the present invention. 

A car terminal device 100 is connected to a mike 101 
for realizing voice input, a speaker 102 for outputting 
voice, a switch 103 for inputting a desired instruction 
to the car terminal device 100, and a screen 104 which is 
a data output. The car terminal device 100 internally has 
a processing unit for realizing voice synthesis of a simple 
fixed form of sentence with voice recognition and a screen 
display control unit for displaying desired data on the 
screen 104. Further, the car terminal device 100 is 
connected to a GPS 113 having a sensor for executing 
position measurement and can uniquely measure the position 



of a car itself. 

Further, an audio interactive server 105 and an 
information distribution service provider (hereinafter 
referred to as an ASP) 106 for distributing useful 
information for the navigation of the present invention 
are connected to each other via a network 107 of the Internet 
and permit input and output of various kinds of 
information. 

The audio interactive server 105 has a voice 
communication processing unit 108 , a data communication 
processing unit 109, a voice-data synchronization control 
unit 110, and various processing units for realizing 
functions. A detailed constitution of each unit will be 
described later. 

The group information distribution ASP group 106 
includes a map information ASP for distributing route 
information on the basis of the data base concerning maps, 
a traffic information ASP for distributing a congestion 
condition of a road and an accident condition on the basis 
of the data base concerning traffic, and an event 
information ASP for distributing information of various 
events. 

The car terminal device 100 is connected to the audio 
interactive server 105 via a telephone line 112 using a 
communication device 111 and outputs and inputs voice and 



data. In this explanation, the communication device 111 
can be removed from a car and is installed in the 
neighborhood of the car terminal device 100 when the car 
is in use and in the other cases, a user can carry and use 
it. 

Further, this system is connected to the Internet 
network 107 using a household terminal device 114 capable 
of being connected to the Internet such as a personal 
computer and the services given by this system can be used. 

Fig. 2 shows a service use example using the present 
invention in this embodiment. 

Hereunder, the service use example in this embodiment 
will be explained on the consumption of a case that a user 
makes a trip to Park A. As shown in the drawing, the 
building where the audio interactive server 105 is 
installed and each ASP for executing the information 
distribution service are at distant places, and the route 
information up to the destination is provided by the map 
information ASP, and the operation information concerning 
a plurality of restaurants in Park A which is the 
destination and on the moving routes is information 
collected by the event information ASP. Further, the 
congestion condition of roads including the moving routes 
of the user and accident information are successively 
collected by the traffic information ASP. 



Fig. 3 is a detailed block diagram of the audio 
interactive server 105. 

The audio interactive server 105 is large and composed 
of the voice communication processing unit 108 for 
performing the voice communication process/ the data 
communication processing unit 109 for performing the 
non-voice communication process, and a processing unit 311 
for performing the other processes. 

The voice communication processing unit 108 is 
composed of a voice recognition processing unit 300 for 
recognizing input voice and converting it to text data, 
a voice synthesis processing unit 301 for converting the 
text data to voice data, a command conversion processing 
unit 302 for performing the process for converting the text 
data of the voice recognition processing process 300 to 
a command for instructing the host CPU and the process for 
converting the high-order command to text data which is 
a subject of voice output and outputting it to the voice 
synthesis processing unit 301 , and a calling interface unit 
303 for controlling input and output to and from the 
external communication line and voice communication 
processing unit. When VoiceXML which is one of marking 
languages capable of expanding the standard is to be used 
to realize an audio interaction, the command conversion 
processing unit 3 02 is equivalent to the part for 



performing the interpreter process capable of analyzing 
the description of VoiceXML. 

The data communication processing unit 109 is a unit 
for performing the communication process excluding voice 
interaction and processes packeted data communication. 

The voice-data synchronization control unit 110 
controls mutual outputs of the voice communication 
processing unit 108 and the data communication processing 
unit 109. The voice-data synchronization control unit 110 
mainly conducts synchronization control of data to be 
displayed on the screen 104 of the terminal during voice 
output to the car terminal device 100. 

A service decision unit 304 is a unit for deciding what 
service information is desired by the command converted 
by the command conversion processing unit 302 , which 
understands the command on the basis of a service knowledge 
data base 305 stored internally , selects the necessary 
subject ASP, and transmits command data for obtaining 
service information to the external Internet network. 

An interactive data generation unit 306 receives 
service information data obtained from the external ASP, 
generates audio interaction command description on the 
basis of an interaction generation template 307 internally 
held, and outputs it to the command conversion processing 
unit 302. 



A certification processing unit 308 receives ID 
information of a user transmitted from the car terminal 
device 100 and identifies the user. By this information, 
the certification processing unit 308 can identify the car 
of the subject user to be connected and can reconnect it 
after certification. 

Further, the user information obtained by the 
certification processing unit 308 is transmitted to an 
individual information management unit 30 9 as individual 
information for each user and stored in an individual 
information data base 310. The individual information 
data base 310 can additionally store a user history such 
as past information search results of each user. The 
individual information management unit 309 transfers these 
stored information for each individual user to the 
interactive data generation unit 306 and the individual 
information is used as reference for generation of an audio 
interactive model characterized for each user at the time 
of service use. 

Fig. 4 shows a description example 401 of the 
interaction generation template 307 when VoiceXML is used 
for the interaction description language and an example 
402 using the template. In the interaction generation 
template 307, the constitution as a basis of interaction 
is described and the interactive data generation unit 306 



embeds a necessary interaction character string , 
interaction syntax information , and information such as 
the location of the obtained destination ASP according to 
the condition, thereby generates an actual interaction 
description. On the lower part of Fig. 4, a character 
string embedding example at the time of location 
designation and an actual interaction execution example 
are indicated . 

Fig. 5 shows an example of product configuration of 
the car terminal device 100. 

As shown in the drawing , there are the screen 104 and 
some switches 103 provided on the front of the device. 
Information necessary for navigation is displayed on the 
screen 104 , and the display contents are changed over by 
the switches 103, and various instructions can be given 
to the car terminal device 100. Further, the car terminal 
device 100 has an inquiry button 500 having a function for 
establishing a communication line for the audio 
interactive server 105 by one operation. Namely, only by 
pressing the inquiry button 500, a connection for 
automatically making a telephone call to the audio 
interactive server 105 and enabling telephone conversation 
by voice hereafter can be established. 

Next, each processing flow will be explained according 
to the actual use example. 



Fig. 6 shows a processing flow of certification when 
the first connection is established from the car terminal 
device 100 to the audio interactive server 105 in this 
system. 

Firstly , before starting to the destination , a user 
inputs individual information such as ID information for 
certification, the number of trip participants, age of each 
participant, desire of a meal, and desire of an event to 
the communication device 111. (Step 601) 

The user gets in a car at the time of start and firstly 
installs the communication device 111 in the car. (Step 
602) 

When confirming the installation of the communication 
device 111, the car terminal device 100 establishes data 
communication for the audio interactive server 105. 
Thereafter, the car terminal device 100 starts 
transmission of the individual information input in the 
communication device 111 beforehand to the audio 
interactive server 105. The audio interactive server 105 
confirms by the internal certification processing unit 308 
that the car terminal device 100 is in the operation state 
on the basis of the ID information included in the received 
individual information, completes certification, and 
transmits certification confirmation data to the car 
terminal device 100. Upon receipt of the certification 



confirmation data, the car terminal device 100 outputs a 
predetermined sound or voice and notifies the user of 
completion of certif ication. (Step 603) 

Thereafter, the audio interactive server 105 obtains 
desired information of the user confirmed by certification 
from the individual information data base 310 and transmits 
it to the car terminal device 100. (Step 604) 

In this flow, as another method of the means for giving 
the individual information input beforehand at Step 601 
to the audio interactive server 105, there is a means for 
connecting to the audio interactive server 105 via the 
Internet network 107 using the household terminal device 
114 such as the PC shown in Fig. 1 and giving the individual 
information beforehand. In this case, the car terminal 
device 100 transmits the ID information to the audio 
interactive server 105 by input indicating that the user 
gets in the car, thereby performs the certification 
process . 

Fig. 7 shows the process flow of an example of the 
navigation services by audio interaction in this audio 
interactive navigation system. The process flow will be 
explained hereunder using the schematic diagram of the 
audio interactive server 105 shown in Fig. 3. 

When the user intends to receive the service of this 
system in the car, he firstly presses the inquiry button 



500 of the car terminal device 100 and establishes the 
communication line with the audio interactive server 105. 
(Step 701) 

Upon receipt of it, the audio interactive server 105 
generates a audio interactive description necessary to the 
first audio interaction by the interactive data generation 
unit 3 06 and returns a voice response to the car terminal 
device 100 via the voice communication processing unit 108 . 
The first voice output to be received from the audio 
interactive server 105 in this case is preferably words 
for obtaining the request of the user such as "What?" . In 
this example, the user desires assistance for the driving 
route including route search, so that he responds in voice 
including a predetermined keyword such as "Route 
assistance, please". Upon receipt of the voice response 
of the user, the audio interactive server 105 understands 
that the request of the user is "Route assistance" by the 
service decision unit 304 via the voice recognition 
processing unit 300 and the command conversion processing 
unit 3 02 in the voice communication processing unit 108. 

The service decision unit 304 understanding the 
request identifies the ASP of service request among the 
information distribution ASP group 106 on the basis of the 
information stored in the service knowledge data base 305 
beforehand and transfers the interactive information 



prepared by the identified ASP to the interactive data 
generation unit 306. The interactive information 
prepared by the ASP is listed inquiry information to a user 
for service offer to him. The interactive information 
obtaining method may be a method for obtaining interactive 
information of all the ASPs of service offering subjects 
beforehand and storing it in the service knowledge data 
base 3 05 beforehand or a method for receiving a request 
from a user and then successively obtaining interactive 
information for the ASP by the service decision unit 304. 
The interactive data decision unit 306 prepares concrete 
interactive data for obtaining a detailed request from the 
user on the basis of the received ASP interactive 
information and the interaction generation template 3 07 
and transfers it to the command conversion processing unit 
302. The received interactive data is converted to voice 
output data by the command conversion processing unit 302 
and additionally the data is converted to voice by the voice 
synthesis processing unit 301 and transmitted to the car 
terminal device 100, thus an interaction with the user for 
obtaining necessary information is realized. The 
concrete interaction for obtaining the information will 
be described later. (Step 7 02) 

This example will be explained on the assumption that 
the aforementioned user desires "traffic information and 
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event information on moving route" in addition to route 
assistance. 

When the interaction with the user ends and information 
necessary to route assistance is obtained, the audio 
interactive server 105 transmits the destination 
information obtained by the interaction to the map 
information ASP . (Step 703) 

Furthermore, the audio interactive server 105 requests 
the present position information to the car terminal device 
100 and obtains the present position information of the 
car of the user. (Step 704) 

The present position information obtaining method in 
this case, instead of the method for responding by the car 
terminal device 100 by a request from the audio interactive 
server 105, may be a method for automatically transmitting 
the present position data of the car by the car terminal 
device 100 after the car terminal device 100 detects voice 
indicating end of the audio interaction at Step 702 from 
the audio interactive server 105 or may be a method for 
automatically transmitting the present position data of 
the car by the car terminal device 100 after the car terminal 
device 100 responds to voice indicating end of the audio 
interaction at Step 702. 

When the obtained present position information is 
transmitted to the map information ASP, the map information 



ASP searches for the route to the destination on the basis 
of the destination information and present position 
information, (Step 705) 

The audio interactive server 105 receiving the 
searched route information from the map information ASP 
transmits the route information of searching result to the 
car terminal device 100 together with the detection end 
signal. (Step 706) 

The car terminal device 100 indicates the route on the 
map displayed on the screen 104 on the basis of the received 
route information. When new map data is necessary at that 
time, the car terminal device 100 directly inquires the 
map information ASP, obtains the necessary map data, and 
displays a map. (Step 707) 

Furthermore, the audio interactive server 105 confirms 
by the audio interaction at Step 702 that the user also 
desires "traffic information and event information on 
moving route", so that the audio interactive server 105 
requests a traffic information search on the route to the 
traffic information ASP after the previous inquiry to the 
map information ASP is completed. The previously obtained 
destination information and present position information 
of the user are stored in the individual information data 
base 310 in the audio interactive server 105, so that the 
audio interactive server 105 transmits also these 
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information to the traffic information ASP when requested. 
(Step 708) 

Upon receipt of the request, the traffic information 
ASP searches for information on the basis of the received 
traffic information on the route and transmits necessary 
road information such as congestion information and 
accident information on the route to the car terminal 
device 100 via the audio interactive server 105. (Step 
709) 

Further, separately, the audio interactive server 105 
transmits the destination information and individual 
information such as desire of an event of the user which 
are stored in the individual information data base 310 to 
the event information ASP. (Step 710) 

Upon receipt of the request, the event information ASP 
searches for information on the basis of the received 
destination information and individual information and 
transmits event information suited to the user to the car 
terminal device 100 via the audio interactive server 105. 
(Step 711) 

Upon receipt of the answer from the event information 
ASP, the audio interactive server 105 judging that it 
obtains all necessary service information transmits the 
search end data to the car terminal device 100. The car 
terminal device 100 outputs a predetermined sound or voice 
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after receiving the search end data and notifies the user 
of search end. (Step 712) 

Inquiries to these plurality of ASPs may be executed 
sequentially or in parallel. 

Fig. 8 shows a detailed flow of the audio interaction 
at Step 702 shown in Fig. 7 mentioned above. 

At the stage that the service offering subject of the 
user is found to be route assistance from the first 
interact ion , the audio interactive server 105 obtains the 
necessary request command from the service knowledge data 
base 305. In this case, the audio interactive server 105 
obtains , as "destination inquiry" and a desired condition 
item, request commands of "existence of use of toll road" , 
"existence of desire of traffic information", and 
"existence of desire of event information". On the basis 
of these request commands, the audio interactive server 
105 prepares interactive data by the interactive data 
generation unit 306 and obtains information of each item 
from the user in the interactive form as shown in the drawing 
using the command conversion processing unit 3 02 , the voice 
recognition processing unit 300, and the voice synthesis 
processing unit 301. 

During the audio interaction between the user and the 
audio interactive server 105, pictures corresponding to 
interaction contents can be displayed on the screen 104 
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of the car terminal device 100. 

Fig. 9 shows a detailed flow when screen output is 
accompanied during the audio interaction at Step 702 
mentioned above. 

As shown in the drawing, whenever the basic interaction 
is executed between the user and the audio interactive 
server 105, the command conversion processing unit 302 
transmits a signal indicating one interaction execution 
or completion to the voice-data synchronization control 
unit 110. The voice-data synchronization control unit 110 
obtains the screen display information corresponding to 
interaction stored in the service knowledge data base 3 05, 
transmits the screen display information synchronized with 
the audio interaction to the data communication processing 
unit 109, and transfers it to the car terminal device 100. 

Upon receipt of the information, the car terminal 
device 100 successively displays necessary information on 
the screen 104 on the basis of the data contents. 

Fig. 10 shows examples of output conditions onto the 
screen 104 of the car terminal device 100 in each 
interaction state . 

In this way, in synchronization with the contents of 
each audio interaction in execution, the interaction 
contents and results obtained by interaction can be 
displayed on the screen. 
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The voice output of a fixed form of sentence such as 
"What?" at the beginning of interaction and "Search. Wait 
a moment" at the last of interaction which are explained 
previously may be voice output from the audio interactive 
server 105 or voice output stored in the car terminal device 
100 by the car terminal device 100 itself using voice data. 

In the latter case, it is desirable to switch the voice 
output subject using the interaction contents executed 
between the car terminal device 100 and the audio 
interactive server 105 and data transferred between them 
as a trigger. For example, the voice output "What?" may 
be switched to an internal voice data output after the car 
terminal device 100 confirms that the first connection 
request is established and the last voice output "Search. 
Wait a moment" may be automatically switched to an internal 
voice data output after the car terminal device 100 detects 
an interaction of "setting end or not". 

The above explanation is made on the assumption of the 
service request of "route assistance". Also when service 
information other than that is to be obtained, a flow that 
interaction is activated by pressing the inquiry button 
500, and necessary information is extracted by the 
interaction with the audio interactive server 105, and the 
audio interactive server 105 requests the information 
distribution service provider group 106, and the results 



are obtained by the user is almost the same. 

This audio interactive navigation system , separately 
from the so-called inquiry type navigation information 
obtaining method mainly by a user explained above , also 
provides a navigation information obtaining method for 
positively offering information to a user mainly by the 
audio interactive server 105. For example, when the user 
is moving to the destination and the road condition on the 
moving route is congested extremely due to an unexpected 
situation, a service of transmitting information of a 
difficult traffic condition due to an accident to the user 
may be cited. 

Fig. 11 shows a processing flow of offering information 
to the car terminal device 100 from the audio interactive 
server 105 when the traffic information on the searched 
route is changed. 

The assumption in this case is that the user already 
finishes the certification and route search up to the 
destination and the user moves to the destination on the 
basis of the route searching results. Further, the route 
information of the user is already stored in the individual 
information data base 310 in the audio interactive server 
105 and the audio interactive server 105 can optionally 
refer to the route information. 

The audio interactive server 105 completes the route 



assistance process shown in Fig. 2, obtains the route 
information of the user, then periodically transmits a 
traffic information request and the obtained route 
information to the traffic information ASP, and obtains 
traffic information around the route from the traffic 
information ASP. (Step 1101) 

The audio interactive server 105 checks the contents 
of the traffic information obtained by the service decision 
unit 304 and judges whether there is information to be 
notified to the user from the viewpoint of contents such 
as unexpected traffic congestion or an accident or not. 
When the audio interactive server 105 judges that there 
is no need to notify, it discards the result from the ASP, 
outputs a traffic information request and the route 
information to the traffic information ASP again, and 
continues the periodic process. (Step 1102) 

On the other hand, when the audio interactive server 
105 judges that the contents to notify to the user are 
included, it outputs a present position request to the car 
terminal device 100 of the user and obtains latest 
information of the present position of the user. (Step 
1103 ) As another method for obtaining the present position, 
under the condition that the car terminal device 100 cannot 
accept the present position request depending on the car 
condition of the user, a method for inferring the present 
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position by the information stored in the individual 
information data base 310 such as the car speed condition 
obtained beforehand is available. 

The audio interactive server 105 checks the traffic 
5 information previously obtained with the car position 

information of the user and judges whether the information 

O to be notified to the user is effective or not from the 

p 

P position relationship of the car. When the audio 

ru 

yj interactive server 105 judges that there is no need to 

o 

% $3 10 notify, it discards the result from the ASP, outputs a j 

q traffic information request and the route information to 

hj 

jpy the traffic information ASP again, and continues the 

periodic process. (Step 1104) 
^ When the information to be notified to the user is 

15 effective, the audio interactive server 105 generates 
audio interactive data including the information to be 
notified by the interactive data generation unit 3 06, 
establishes the communication line to the car terminal 
device 100 of the subject car, and then executes voice 

20 output to the car terminal device 100 via the command 
conversion processing unit 302 and the voice synthesis 
processing unit 301. Whenever necessary, the audio 
interactive server 105 transmits the congestion 
information and accident information for screen display 

25 in synchronization. (Step 1105) 
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When a different request such as route changing is 
generated due to the obtained information, the user 
inquires the audio interactive server 105 again according 
to the flow shown in Fig. 7 and updates the information. 

As a different constitution of the audio interactive 
navigation system of the present invention, there is a 
constitution available that the unit concerning the voice 
communication process in the audio interactive server is 
built in the car terminal device. 

Fig. 12 is another whole block diagram of the audio 
interactive navigation system. 

A car terminal device 12 00 in this example internally 
has the voice recognition processing unit 300 and the voice 
synthesis processing unit 301 which are installed in the 
audio interactive server 105 and has a screen display 
control unit for displaying desired data on the screen 104 . 
Furthermore, the car terminal device 1200 has the 
voice-data synchronization control unit 110 for 
synchronizing the screen output with the voice output. 
Furthermore, the car terminal device 12 00 has the command 
conversion processing unit 302 for performing the process 
for converting the text data of the voice recognition 
processing process 3 00 to a command for instructing the 
host CPU and the process for converting the high-order 
command to text data which is a subject of voice output 



and outputting it to the voice synthesis processing unit 
301. Further, the car terminal device 1200 is connected 
to the mike 101 for realizing voice input, the speaker 102 
for outputting voice, the switch 103 for inputting a 
desired instruction to the car terminal device 1200, and 
the screen 104 which is a data output. Further, the car 
terminal device 1200 is connected to the GPS 113 having 
a sensor for executing position measurement and can 
uniquely measure the position of the car itself. 

An audio interactive server 1205 in this example has 
a built-in unit concerning voice communication in the car 
terminal device 1200, so that the processing unit of the 
audio interactive server 105 concerning the unit is 
eliminated and the audio interactive server 1205 
communicates with the car terminal device 1200 only by data 
communication . 

The constitution units other than it are the same as 
those shown in Fig. 1. 

In this constitution, the main part concerning the 
interface of audio interaction is executed by the car 
terminal device 1200 and a difference from the constitution 
explained previously is that data concerning voice 
exchanged between the car terminal device 1200 and the 
audio interactive server 12 05 is interactive data such as 
VoiceXML. 



Next, a business model example using the audio 
interactive navigation system of this embodiment will be 
explained. 

Fig. 13 shows a business model example using the audio 
interactive navigation system of this embodiment. 

The business model of this example includes an audio 
interactive service company 1301 for managing and 
operating the audio interactive server 105 explained above, 
a carrier company 13 02 for supplying communication lines, 
an Internet connection service company 1303 for offering 
connection services with the Internet network 107, an 
information distribution company 1304 for distributing 
information such as map information ASP and traffic 
information ASP, an advertising agent 1305 for carrying 
an advertisement of products on the contents offered by 
the information distribution company 1304, an advertiser 
1306 for manufacturing products to be advertised, a car 
terminal device manufacturer 1307 for manufacturing the 
car terminal device 100, and a service user 1308 for using 
this service using the car terminal device 100. The 
advertising agent 1305 may be managed by the advertiser 
1306. 

In Fig. 13, each arrow of a solid line indicates flow 
of information and products and each arrow of a dotted line 
indicates flow of money. The communication device 111 has 
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a shape of a portable telephone and in this example , a method 
for buying and using the device from the carrier company 
1302 is adopted. Namely, to use this service, firstly the 
service user 1308 must buy the car terminal device 100 from 
the car terminal device manufacturer 1307 and the 
communication device 111 from the carrier company 1302 by 
paying the prices for them to the companies . The car 
terminal device 100 may be incorporated in the car bought 
by the service user from the beginning. 

The service user 1308 pays the communication charge 
to the carrier company 1302 so as to use the communication 
line. On the other hand, the carrier company 1302 offers 
the communication line to the service user 1308 or the audio 
interactive service company 1301 and requests the 
communication charge and service charge at the time of use 
of this service to the service user 1308 . Then, the carrier 
company 13 02 pays the amount equivalent to the service 
charge among the charge collected from the service user 
1308 to the audio interactive service company 1301. 

Further, the audio interactive service company 1301 
for offering this service and the information distribution 
company 1304 for distributing service information make a 
contract with the Internet connection service company 1303 
respectively so as to connect to the Internet and 
thereafter pay the rental fee under the contract. 
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The advertiser 13 06 pays the advertisement charge to 
the advertising agent 1305 and requests advertisement and 
the advertising agent 1305 pays the printing charge to the 
information distribution company 1304 and requests to 
print the product information subjected to the 
advertisement request in the contents. The service user 
1308, when he finds favorite product information from the 
obtained advertisement information, pays the product price 
and buys the product. 

In addition to the aforementioned business model, a 
constitution that the communication device 111 is built 
in the car terminal device 100 may be used. In this case, 
the price of the communication device 111 is included in 
the price of the car terminal device 100. 

According to the present invention, the audio 
interactive navigation system is composed of the moving 
terminal device capable of inputting voice, communication 
device, audio interactive server capable of executing 
voice recognition and synthesis which is to be connected 
to the information distribution service provider, and 
information distribution service provider including map 
information and traffic information, thus a plurality of 
information distribution services are joined 
synthetically and information desired by a driver can be 
offered. Further, the moving terminal device can be made 
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inexpensive because the function is simplified. Further, 
necessary services can be given by voice, so that there 
is an effect produced that the operability is greatly 
improved . 
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